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 For the past five years, A Place Apart has been preparing the way for what’s next by 
purchasing and preparing properties, teaching, setting vision, praying, and listening.  Now, its 
time to discern what to do with all that we have begun to discover while remaining in constant 
seeking, humbly acknowledging the mystery of God. 
 Warrior, Mystic, Monk in practice- individually in one’s life, on a personal retreat at A 
Place Apart Vermont, through community on a local level meeting more intentionally for 
discernment and communities of person’s who have related to A Place Apart meeting for a 
similar purpose, in establishing the church- is the next step. 
 Our hope is that A Place Apart may nurture individuals and communities, including 
churches, seeking intentional discipleship rooted in discernment and the exploration of a new 
monasticism.  In this newsletter, we share ways that this is beginning to happen.    
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Holy God 
Break down the fortified walls of 
empire 
That we have constructed  
To protect us 
But now imprison us. 
 
Holy God 
Break down the fortified walls of 
religion 
That we have constructed 
To protect us 
But now imprison us. 
 
Holy God 
Break down the fortified walls of 
opinions 
That we have constructed 
To protect us 
But now imprison us. 
 
Holy God 
Break down the fortified walls of 
our hearts 
That we have constructed 
To protect us 
But now imprison us. 
 
Holy God 
Over these broken walls 
Into these unfortified regions 
Bring forth your Christ 
To be born anew within us.  
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¨̈¨¨  Reflections from individuals on how to be and the 
need to find a place apart. 
 
¨̈¨¨  The ministry of A Place Apart is made possible by 
the donations of those who support our vision.  Ways 
that you can contribute financially are made available in 
this newsletter. 
 
¨̈¨¨  Opportunities for retreat at Camp Ithiel (Florida) 
January 31-February 3, 2008, Camp Swatara 
(Pennsylvania) April 24-27, 2008, and A Place Apart 
(Vermont) by appointment are upcoming.  Registrations 
are being received via mail, email, and phone. 
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November’s [2006] edition of Messenger couldn’t have 
arrived at a better time.  “The Church’s Call to Urban 
Ministry,” proclaimed its cover.  I was glad to be 
reminded that the church has a call to urban ministry, 
because, I’m ashamed to say, my brief time living in 
New York had begun to give me doubt. 
 I moved to the Big Apple last summer from the 
green mountains of Vermont.  Although I’ve moved 
many times in my short life, it’s hard for me to imagine 
two places more jarringly different than Vermont 
(largest city: Burlington, pop. 39,000) and New York 
(LARGEST CITY.  PERIOD.).   I feared that it would 
be hard for me to transplant my simple, peaceful, 
ordered life of growing faith in Vermont into the gaudy, 
complex, chaotic milieu of a highly secular city.  One 
goes to Vermont, as I had, to find God in “a place apart.”  
One goes to New York “to be a part of it,” as the old 
Sinatra song goes.  But would I be able to find God in all 
of it? 
 While living in Vermont, I was part of the 
emerging A Place Apart community (and indeed I still 
am), with its focus on a monastic style of worship tied to 
the natural, daily rhythms of God’s creation.  This daily 
rhythm harkens back to medieval and even ancient 
traditions begun with people who were much more 
connected to God, creation, and self than we modern 
people are used to being.  My challenge, then, was to 
find a way to stay in this divine rhythm, to stay 
connected, even when living in the city that never sleeps, 
never turns off the lights, and never turns down the 
volume.  I was going to try to learn first-hand how to be 
a wilderness disciple living on a concrete island.  As I 
said, I had my doubts going in. 
 
 
 

 
Yet I needn’t have worried, because as usual, 

God showed no interest in being restricted by location.  
Even as I was reading with interest the urban ministry 
features in November’s Messenger, God had begun 
drawing me into the sacred rhythms of the city.  My 
morning prayer – “Praise God in the morning” – was 
now whispered to the tune of our building janitor 
emptying trash cans instead of to birdsongs, but it came 
out just as well. 

“Prime” – the Latin name for the hour just 
before work begins – is perhaps my favorite time of the 
day.  While I used to pray it in solitude, I now say a 
prayer from atop the high granite walls of Morningside 
Park, gazing out across Harlem and Queens toward the 
Atlantic sunrise, immanently conscious of the millions 
of people before me who are also preparing for the day.  
Far from being a distraction, this urban landscape 
highlights the glory and splendor of God’s creation in a 
way that the solitude of Vermont never could.  For 
evening Vespers, I often find myself running through 
Central Park, and my prayer is made brighter by the light 
of towers reflected in the still waters of the park’s vast 
reservoir.  A different kind of sunset, but no less 
conducive to worship. 

None of this changes the fact that the city can be 
a lonely, de-santicified place.  But while I had feared 
that moving here would convert me from God-worship 
to Human-achievement-worship, I’ve quickly found that 
all the human achievement of this place only serves to 
illuminate the spirit of God that I believe is behind it all.  
A city can’t separate me from God’s love; only I can do 
that.  In other words, I’ve learned that the best way to 
find a place apart in the big city is to be a part of it all. 

 
Jim Stokes-Buckles is a licensed minister who works for 
the World Council of Churches in New York City and 
serves with the A Place Apart community, based in 
Vermont.  This article was originally published in The 
Bridge, the young adult newsletter of the Church of the 
Brethren. 
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Last spring, A Place Apart launched an online 
way for persons to get updated information and 
communicate with one another via a blog; this fall, the 
blog has become a more intentional and focused forum 
for conversation.  The purpose of the blog is to connect 
individuals and trans-local A Place Apart communities 
to one another, to enter into discernment and prayer 
together, and to share upcoming events. 

Each Tuesday, a new question for conversation 
is posted.  Contributors are asked to prayerfully consider 
the question and respond as led and remain a part of the 
discussion throughout the week so that together a virtual 
community may be formed. 

In addition, each Tuesday, a thought, scripture, 
or exercise will be posted to guide devotional time 
throughout the week.  This will serve as our liturgy as 
we humbly seek to discern the dream of God for our 
lives and the world. 

All are invited to join this virtual community by 
visiting the site at http://apartvermont.blogspot.com. 
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 If you have not yet participated in one of our A 
Place Apart retreats or have and are looking for some 
follow-up, we hope that you will be able to create a 
space in the near future to join us.  We’ll be in Florida 
this winter, in Pennsylvania in April, and perhaps in 
Ohio in May. 
 The fee for the retreat is $248/person.  This 
includes all food and lodging.  Scholarships may be 
available to students, BVSers, and others in need.  The 
retreats begin Thursday at 7:00pm (after dinner) and end 
Sunday around 1:00pm (after lunch).    
 Registrants for the Florida retreat will receive a 
free pass to Disney World—just kidding; the Magic 
Kingdom looses something next to the breathtaking 
wonder of the Kingdom of God. 
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 A Place Apart has begun to call together small groups of people willing to enter into a process of discernment as 
they seek individually and together to discover what it will mean to follow Jesus into a new aliveness. 
 We now live within this process of discernment ourselves as leaders of A Place Apart.  We have invited others to 
join us in our local community.  We invite those of you who have experienced our teaching within the Warrior Mystic 
Monk focus into this intentional seeking. 
 We have a deep love and respect for the church; it is where we have been nurtured and where we were introduced 
to Jesus.  For many of us, the church is our family.  We strongly encourage those who are seeking with us to thankfully 
and humbly remain within their church family. 
 At the same time, we recognize that the church as we have known it; the North American church, the institutional 
church, the pastor-centered, program-centered, property centered, issue centered church is crumbling.  It can appear that 
so much is being lost.   

This sense of loss combined with a longing for something more in life seems to be the necessary prelude to 
genuine seeking.  Small groups of people searching for something more are beginning to find one another.  This appears 
to be the work of the Holy Spirit.  This appears to be the beginning of the new/ancient community of Jesus. 

Step apart and become a part of all that is and all that was and all that’s meant to be. 
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A Place Apart is a community of Jesus’ followers, seeking to develop monastic communities in the local church. 
 
A Place Apart’s unique ministry is based at a physical place that is monastery, garden, and wilderness, where people can 
come apart from the world to receive training in a monastically-styled life.   Our ministry  extends beyond this space to 
nurture individuals and communities in a process of discernment. 



  

�������	�������	�������	�������	 �

 
Jan. 8-21, 2008:  Marie travels with a Christian Peacemaker Team delegation and to 
Palestine/Israel.  Please keep her and this region in your prayers especially during that 
time. 
 
Jan. 31 – Feb. 3, 2008: Training at Camp Ithiel, Florida.  This four-day, three-night 
gathering will focus on introducing participants to the basic concepts of spiritual practice 
through the eyes of the warrior-mystic-monk.   
 
Feb. 21-24, 2008:  Paul will be teaching for the TRIM program in Southern California. 
 
April 24-28, 2008:  Retreat at Camp Swatara, Pennsylvania.  This four-day, three-night 
gathering will provide introductory training (see above) for those new to the warrior-
mystic-monk concepts and follow-up training in discernment and community formation for 
those who have related with A Place Apart before.  All attendees will join in worship 
together according to the monastic schedule. 
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PO Box 307 ¨  Putney, Vermont 05346 ¨ 802.387.4517 
www.apartvermont.org ¨ apartvermont@gmail.com 

Please contact us to have your name added to or removed from this newsletter mailing list. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


